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UM MOOT COURT TEAM ADVANCES TO NATIONAL COMPETITION 
MISSOULA —
For the eighth time in 10 years, University of Montana 
School of Law teams scored high in regional moot court 
competition, and one UM team will advance to the nationals.
Both UM teams placed in the top four of a 15-team field at 
the Northwest Regional Moot Court Competition, held Nov. 9-11 in 
Eugene, Ore. One UM team came in second and will compete in 
national moot court competition in New York City in January. The 
university's other team was eliminated in the semi-final round.
Missoula attorney Sharon Snyder, who coached the UM 
students, said the strong showing by both teams is "really a 
phenomenal accomplishment," particularly since UM's law school is 
one of the smallest of the region's eight law schools.
Cynthia Smith of Missoula. Rebekah French of Great Falls and 
Patricia Peterman of Missoula constitute the UM team that will 
advance to the nationals. The other UM team is composed of Dean 
Stensland of Fort Benton. Ruth Cox of Missoula and Greg Van 
Horssen of Griffith. Ind.
In moot court competition, third-year law students take 
sides in a simulated U.S. Supreme Court case, presenting written 
briefs and oral arguments. Although the facts of the case are 




This year's moot court problem is an anti-trust case 
involving one pharmaceutical company's hostile takeover bid 
against another corporation. Each team must be able to argue 
both sides of the complex case, Snyder said.
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